LangTime A Posteriori Challenge

(1) Cykizjaia 'tfwik zaup “The mouse is singing.”
“The two mice are

2) Cyki j 'tfwik: H

2) vkiswa 3jaiaia fwiksd za:muyo singing.”

(3) C’ykiva? zjaiaia tfik'vu 3:amuge “The mice are singing.”

(4

C’yki kopiko k’ot1 3jaia

'tfwik kop'koku 'zaupe

“The mouse is singing in
the marketplace.”

()

C’yki voitemésjara

'tfwik vutf'mezauja

“The mouse is singing
with the rabbit.”

(6)

C’yki sitsi mi?

'tfwik sitf 'mi

“The mouse eats the
barley corn.”

)

C’yki sitsini? s’oumipi:h

'tfwik sitf'ni siumi'pei

“The mouse doesn’t eat
the barley corn.”

(8)

Mawe na:ta cai

maw 'noto tfai

“The owl is boiling
water.”

9

Mawe na:tani? p’é2caji:h

maw not'ni p:e't:fei

“The owl is not boiling
water.”

(10)

Mini:via? swazake kisu

mini'vu s'raks 'kus

“The turtles are stacking
cherries.”

(11)

Swazékiini mini:vyni?
koso:

sarak'ni miniv'ni
k:o'sau

“The cherries are
stacking turtles.”

Stress: Tone is no longer present in this form of Wokuthizh{i and has evolved

into a stress system. I thought of high and low tones as marked and mid tones as

unmarked. The stress is assigned to where the last marked tone of a word

originally was. This means that entire words might not bear stress at all.

Syntactic gemination: This change is inspired by the languages of Finland and

Italy. [?] and [h] trigger the gemination of a following consonant. This is also

true across word boundaries (see (3) (9) for examples).

Syncope: The vowel before a stressed syllable gets deleted if it was originally
short. Here, the sequence [aia1a] has also been simplified as [a:1a].

Apocope: Final short high vowels get deleted too. All other final short vowels

turn into schwa.



e Diphthongs: Stressed [y] breaks into [wi]. Long vowels evolve into closing
diphthongs if stressed ([i:] — [ei]), except for [a:] — [5]. [wa] becomes [0].

e Other changes:
Nasalisation lowers vowels before disappearing.

o Ejective stops become plain stops.
o Palatalisation occurs: [sitsi] — [sitf].
o The [k’0u] postposition evolved into a locative case [ku].



