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Foreword:

Here are four words. Hahaha.

In all seriousness, here I took the time to work through all 3 prompts, some more rigorously than
others. I understand this is above and beyond, and I understand if time is not allowable. The first one listed
here isn't to be taken seriously in the slightest, but just something for fun and unique. The other 2 are where I
couldn't decide, “Kénsihlai” and “Wokdthiizyd” are both unique and different from the original “Wokuthizh@”,
many of my ideas came from the non-winning poll choices of “Wokuthizhii”, “Tpaalha”, “Nulisii”, and “Engala”,
respectively. 1 hope you enjoy what I came up with, and well, without further ado; thrice separated

kangaroo-rats from Wokuthizhf.
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/wo.ku.8i.ly/

A group of kangaroo-rats, who although are genetically different from the normal mice, partnered
with them, dissolved this partnership after the mice go to war with several other clans of animals such are the
hare-brained rabbits; the oproblematic opossums;, and even the cats, which is the only logical one, being their
natural enemies. They kept the committee structure, and agreed to keep the writing system as everyone was
familiar with it.

16. Tono-exodus: V1 > V[-ATR] /

o Low tone vowels are realized as -ATR, while high tone vowels retain their quality. This leads
to stress being placed on the primary +ATR vowels. (Yes, | know /ae/ is not -ATR, however |
wanted a contrast, and liked “Engala’s” distinction of stressed and unstressed <a>)

17. Fricative Lenition: C[+fricative, +voice] > C[+approx]; C[+fricative, -voice] >
C[+voice] /V_V

o Fricatives lenite intervocalically, voiceless fricatives become voiced, the voiced fricatives

become approximants, and ejective fricatives become un-ejective-d.
o f>f>v>w

e 0>0>03>9
o S'>s>z7>1
o [>z>1
e Ch'iiki wazhala. “The mouse is singing.”
o tfv.ki'wa.rala
e Ch'likiswa wazhalala. “The two mice are singing.”
o tfv.ki.swa 'wa.ralala
e (Ch’iikivu wazhalala. “The mice are singing.”
o tlv.kiwu 'wa.ralala
e (Ch'iiki kopikok’'u wazhala. “The mouse is singing in the marketplace.”
o tlv.ki 'ko.pi.ko.k'v'wae.rala
e (Ch’iiki wavwétémezhala. “The mouse is singing with the rabbit.”
o tfv.ki 'wa.vwe.te.me.l'a.la
e (Ch'iiki sithi womi. “The mouse eats the barley corn.”
o tfv.'kki 'zi.0i wo'mi
e (Ch'iiki sithini wats'imipi. “The mouse doesn’t eat the barley corn.”

o tfv.’ki 'zi.0i.ni 'wa.ts'u.mi.p1
e Mawé natd woché. “The owl is boiling water.”
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© ma.we na.'ta wo'tfe
e Mawé natani wap’échazhi. “The owl is not boiling water.”
© ma.we na.'ta.ni 'wa.p’e.tfa.’1
e Miniwu swarake wokusu. “The turtles are stacking cherries.”
o /mi.nr.wu swee.'1a.ke wa'ku.zu
e Swarakiini miniwiini wokusu. “The cherries are stacking the turtles.”

o swe.'1a.ky.ni 'mi.nr.wy.ni wo'ku.zu

As this group of kangaroo-rats split off the most recent, the number of changes is rather minimal. And
despite losing the tone, a key aspect of the mice language, and one that they [the mice] are proud of; they [the
kangaroo-rats] claim their language is the exact same, as when they left.
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/wo0Kko.0y.ja/
Another group of kangaroo-rats broke off once the mice began to develop machinery, these
kangaroo-rats, admiring the rabbits’s naturalistic lifestyle, left the colony once their petition for a
subcommittee wasn't voted on, despite meeting the approved numbers, and a quorum being available. These

kangaroo-rats buddied up with the rabbits and did receive some linguistic influence from their long eared

friends. These rats still do many things in a committee fashion, even if they don’t have the sub-branching of
their former allies.

8. Vowel raisin:

o Vowels rise when following the palatal approximant, if in a consonant cluster. The high
vowels don't rise, because they are raised as high as one can be raised and any raiseder is
impossible; so /i/ is lengthened and /u/ is fronted.

Vowel raisin

ji it

je i
ju u
jo u

9. Glottal deletion: C[-eject.] > C[+eject.] >7_
10. Glottal deletion: C[+glottal] > / V_$
11. Palatal Truezation: C[+post-alveolar| > C[+palatal] /

o The post-alveolar sounds of /[/ & /3/ become the true palatals of /¢/ & /j/, in all

environments. Thisisjustto-makettharderforjessietopronounee
12. Rattastic rhotic:a >r

o The sound /1/ goes to /r/ in eeceeeeececeeeeceverywhere.
13. Long vowel fixing: V[+long] > V[+high tone]

o Along vowel gains a high tone and shortens
14. Tone lowering: V[+mid tone] > V[+low tone] /

o  Mid tone is realized as low tone, which means high tone will be marked in the romanization,
and all unmarked vowels are low tone.

15. Second diphthong simplification:
o Diphthongs simplify...
16. Vowel harmony:
o Vowels match the rounding of the preceding vowel.
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e (C'yki wazjaia. “The mouse is singing.”
o c'yky wajara

e (C'ykivu? wazjaia-0. “The two mice are singing.”
o c'ykyvi wajara

e ('ykivu? wazjaiaia. “The mice are singing.”
o c'ykyviu wajarara

e (C'yki kopikdk’'ou wazjaaa. “The mouse is singing in the marketplace.”
o c'ykyvua kopykok'tt wajara

e C'yki wébemézjaaa. “The mouse is singing with the rabbit.”
o c'ykyvi webeméjara

e (C'yki sitsi womi?. “The mouse eats the barley corn.”
o c'ykyvu siBi womy

e (C'yki sitsini? was’oumipi:h. “The mouse doesn’t eat the barley corn.”
o c'ykyvu siBini was'umypy

e Mawe na:ta wocai. “The owl is boiling water.”
0 mawe nata wocg

e Mawe na:tani? wap’é?caji:h. “The owl is not boiling water.”
© mawe natani wap’éc’éji

e Mini:vd? swazdke wokusu. “The turtles are stacking cherries.”

o minivi swazake wokusu
e Swazakiin{ mini:vyni? wokoso:. “The cherries are stacking turtles.”
o swazakini minivini wokoso

As you can see above, these kangaroo-rats lost their dual marking, as the plural marking kinda
gobbled it up; however a vestigial of the dual is still there as they lost the pluractional suffix on
formally-marked dual sentences. They also adopted the engala word for rabbit, as can be seen in the cyan
coloring above. This group of “kanga-rats” keep the logo-syllabary of their techno-(used-to-be)-friends,
however, it appears that they tend to write more vertically, and with less-than-equal stroke width. (Note:
grave accent equates low tone and acute accent equates high tone)
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“Kangaroo-rat sgapeak”

The first group of kangaroo-rats to break away were those that thought the bureaucracy of the
committees proposed by the mice was ridiculous and that nothing of importance would get done. They left
and noticed the much laxer approach to life like the opossums were enjoying. These kangaroo-rats worried
about another partnership being broken, so they watched the opossums from afar, gaining aspects of their
language while the opossum language goes relatively unchanged by these “furry jumping beans”. They also
adopted a few words for my Beavers, though the “alliance” (if you can call it that) with them was short-lived.
They didnt get along because the “pat-tails” were gnaw-it-alls...you could say the alliance is...gnaw-nexistent.
(0k, ill see myself out)

This group adopts a theocratic-monarchical style system where the “king” or the “/*iau.nic/ >
/tornil/” goes and converses with the ancestors whenever making a ruling or answering any questions
brought to him.

This may or mayn’t be my third rendition of this branch.

Consonants Labial Dental Alveolar Palatal Velar
Nasal m n n 1
Plosive p/p’ t/t' ts tf/t c/c k/K

Fricative f/f s/s’ ¢ i

Approx. w 1 j
Vowles Front Central Back
High iTiiyyy: udu
Mid eéelgg: odo:
Low a ada:
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1. Approximant devoicing:waj>wij/$_
O The proto-approximants of /*w/, /*1/, and /*j/ — devoice to /w/, /1/,and /j/ —
respectively, at the beginning of a syllable.

2. Vowel simplification:
o Vowel simplify in to steps, below table shows how vowel diphthongs simplify:

Vowel simplification

ii ii it ie ie i iu iu Vi io io y ia ia e:
ei el X ee ee e: eu eu a: €o €o 7] ea ea e
ui ui yi ue ue y uu uu u: uo uo u ua ua o:
oi oi @ oe oe [ ou ou o: 00 00 o: oa oa 0
ai ai er ae ae e au au o: ao ao o aa aa a:

o As can be seen above, the high vowels cause lengthening, as does a double vowel; while the
front vowel causes fronting.

3. Glide Fortition: wj > f¢

O The voiceless glides of /*w/ & /*j/ become /f/ & /[/.
4. Fricative assimilation: C[+fricative] > C[aplace] / _C[aplace]

o Fricatives assimilate to the same place of articulation of a consonant that follows it.
5. Tonogenesis

o Tone is done in a two stages, this depends on the coda consonant, so here are the tables of
tone:

Approximants

iw yiw V: ij ifj i i eul er
ew yiw y: €j ifj i el @l a
uw ww u: uj vi Ve ul ol o:

ow ww u: 0j uj u 01 a:l a:
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- aw o:w o: aj ejj er al a: a:

im im i in in i in én é

em ém é en in I ern en é

um im i un yn y uy on 5

om om 6 on im % on o 5

am am i an én é ap an a

-f/-s -C X

S0 S1 S2 SO S1 S2 SO S1 S2
i if ih i i¢ ih i ix eh e
e ef eh e ec ih i ex eh e
u uf uh u ug yh y ux oh 0
o} of oh 0 o¢ yh y 0x oh 0
a af ah a ag eh e ax ah a

Plosives

-C

i ip i? i ic it i ik ér é
e ep é? é ec i? i ek ér é
u up u? u uc u? u uk or 0
0 op o? 0 oc u? u ok o 0
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o As the tables above show, plosives apply a rising tonal feature, while the other three —
nasals, approximants, and fricatives — apply a falling tonal feature, and the foremost of the
three also applies nasality.

6. Low vowel fronting: V[+low, -front] > V[+front] /
o Thevowel /a/ goes to the back vowel /a/ in all cases.
7. Tone completion: V>V /
o  All vowels without tone gain a rising tonal feature.
8. Zetazation: ] >t
o The alveolar approximant, /1/ goes to /t/ in all cases of its occurrence.
9. Palatal correcting:

o The true palatals, /c/, /c’/ & /¢/, become palato-alveolar, /t[/, /t[’/ & /[/, in all cases. This is
due to a post-alveolar consonant already existing, and well, who can really tell the difference
between /[/ & /¢/? David? Ok, sure. Maybe. But are we 100% sure he is human?

10. Deutero-tonos:

o ..Rule #7 lied, sorry2) All obstruents become plain; this means ejectives are lost. All that to
say: proto-ejective consonants apply a low register, while the proto-pulmonic consonants
apply an high register. Any syllable without an onset will be counted as a pulmonic, ergo high

register
Rising Falling
High Register High V 1 Falling V
Low Register Rising V 4 Low V |

o The small table above is mostly for myself, to show how the two tone rules affect each other,
and to show you what the diacritics mean.
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Proto

Modern

Meaning

*c’ewki wajiaia

tfy:Akil falfe:al

chiitiki fasheehla

The mouse is singing.

*c’ewkic’o wajiasala

tfyAkiltfod falfe:Hatal

chiitikich6 fasheehlahla

The two mice are singing.

*c’ewkilup wajialala

tfy:dkittul falfe:talal

chiitikihlu fasheehlahla

The mice are singing.

*c’ew.ki ko.pi.kon.k’ow wa.jia.1a

tfy:4kil koTpiTksYko:lfeTtal

chiitiki kopikonkooshehla

The mouse is singing in the marketplace.

*c’ew.ki wa.ei.silmem.jia.1a

tfy:Akil falerlserY\méfeltal

chiitiki fa-eéseemenshehla

The mouse is singing with the rabbit.

*c’ewki si.tsi waw.mip

tfy:kil siltsil fo: Tmil

chiitiki sitsi foomi

The mouse eats the barley corn.

*c’ewKki si.tsi.nik wa.s’ou.mi.pes.ka

tfy:Akil siltsilnil fo:1so:AmilpeYkal

chiitiki sitsini foosé6mipeka

The mouse doesn’t eat the barley corn.

*mawe nal.ta waw.cai

malfel na:Ttal fo:Vtfe:1

mafe naata foochee

The owl is boiling water.

*mawe naitanik wa.p’ep.cai.es.ka

malfel na:TtaTnil falpeVtfe:leYkal

mafe naatani fapechee-eka

The owl is not boiling water.

*mi.nij.1up so.a.sake waw.ko.sos

milniYtul sa:salkel forYkolso

miniihlu saasake fookoso

The turtles are stacking cherries.

*soa.sa.ke.1e.nuj.nik mi.nij.au.puj.nik
waw.ko.sos

sa:salkelteIny:Ynil milni:Vtulpy:inil
forYkolso

saasakehlentitini minithluptitini fookoso

The cherries are stacking turtles

Proto

Modern

Meaning

*K'ensila wajiaia

kélsiltal falfe:ltal

The k-rat is singing.
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kénsihla fasheehla

kélsiltaltfo/ falfe:ltaltal

*k’ensilac’o wajialaia
kénsihlach6 fasheehlahla

The two k-rats are singing.

kélsiltaltul fafe: Haltal

*K’ensiiaiup wajiaiaia
kénsihlahlu fasheehlahla

The three k-rats are singing.

kélsiltaltul fafe: Haltal

*K’ensiaaiup.si wajialaia
kénsihlahlu fasheehlahla

The three k-rats are singing

kélsilial kolpilkdVko:lfelial

*K’ensiaa ko.pi.kon.k’'ow wa.jia.1a
kénsihla kopikonkooshehla

The k-rat is singing in the marketplace.

kélsiltal falerlserY\méYfelial

*K’ensiia wa.ei.sit.mem.jia.1a
kénsihla fa-ééseeménshehla

The k-rat is singing with the rabbit.

kélsilial siltsil fo:Tmil

*K’'ensiia si.tsi waw.mip
kénsihla sitsi foomi

The k-rat eats the barley corn.

kélsiltal siltsilnil fo:1sozdmilpeYkal

*K’ensiia si.tsi.nik wa.s’ou.mi.pes.ka
kénsihla sitsini foos6dmipeka

The k-rat doesn’t eat the barley corn.

tfelsiltal tsy:Ttul fo:inil

*c’apsiJa tsui.lup waw.nic
chésihla sytiiihlu fooni

The opossum speaks to the stars.

tfelsiltal tsy:huTnil fal.fil.nil.tfeYkal

*c’ansiJa tsui.aup.nik wa.wic.ni.ces.ka
chésihla sytitihluni fafinichéka

The opossum doesn't speak to the stars.

miTniNtul sa:¥salkeldil forVkoTso

*mi.nij.1up sou.sake.1ik waw.ko.sos
miniihlu saasakehli fookoso

The turtles are stacking three cherries.

sa:ysalkeTteTny:Ynil miTni:Yulpy:\tfoinil
*so..sa.ke.1e.nuj.nik mi.nij.1u.puj.c’o.nik far\koTso

waw.ko.sos
saasakehlentilini miniihluptitichéni faakoso

The cherries are stacking two turtles

Tail = *siaa (from Tpaalha)

Long = *Kk’ensi

Kangaroo-rats = *k’ensisiia / k’ensiia

Negation = *eska (from Tpaalha)

Hang = *c’an (from myself; #crafty)

Opossum = *c’apsiia

Beaver = (pat)-siia > *famsiia (from Nulisii)

Dog = (wag)-sita > *auauasita (from myself; #crafty)
Cat = (swipe)-siia > *auasiaa (from myself; #crafty)
Rabbit = (cloud)-siaa > *eisiia (from Nulisii)
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Numbers
Modern Romanization Meaning
*muf mul mu one
*sie sil si two (from Tpaalha)
*et'e eltel eté three (from Tpaalha)
*pet nel nge paw
*tos to to five (from Tpaalha)
*K'ap kaA ka six (from Tpaalha)
*1ansa {alsal hlansa seven
*c'opet tfod cho 2 paws
*uts.1ansa ulidl.sal uhlansa touchn’t seven
*uts.s’au ulso:l usoo touchn’t six
*uts.jus ulful ushu touchn’t five
*uts.pet ulnel unge touchn’t four
*uts.aik ul uhli touchn’t three
*uts.c’'o ultfod uché touchn’t two
*utsmuf uTmul umu touchn’t one
*sef sel se litter (from Tpaalha)
*sefkosmuf seYkoYmu sekomu litter stack one
*sefkosc’o seYkoVtfo4 sékochd litter stack two
*sefkosaik seYkoYtil sékohli litter stack three
*sefkospet seYkolpel sekonge litter stack four
*sefkosjus seYkoY[uY sékoshu litter stack five
*sefkos’au seYkoVYso:4 sekoésdo litter stack six
*sefkosaansa seYkoWdlsal sékehlansa litter stack seven
*sefkosc’onet seYkoltfodneT sékochoénge litter stack (eight)
*c’osefuts.iansa tfodselfulidalsal chésefuhlansa two litters touchn’t seven
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Modern Romanization Meaning
1A 26 *c’osefuts.s’au tfodselfulso:4 chosefus6d two litters touchn’t six
1B 27 *c’osefuts.jus tfodselfulful chésefushu two litters touchn'’t five
1C 28 *c’osefuts.nget tfodselfulpel chdsefunge two litters touchn’t four
1D 29 *c'osefuts.aik tfodselfultil chésefuhli two litters touchn’t three
1E 30 *c'osefuts.c’o tfodselfultfol chésefucho two litters touchn’t two
1F 31 *c’osefutsmuf tfodselfulmul chésefumu two litters touchn’t one
20 32 *c'osef tfodseY chédse two litters
21 33 *c’osefkosmuf tfodsekoYmul chésekomu two litters stack one
30 48 *1iksef Hilsel hlise three litters
40 64 *pet.sef pelsel ngese four litters
50 80 *jusef Julsel shuse five litters
60 96 *s’ausef so:/sel s66seé six litters
70 112 *1ansasef tdlsalsel hlansaseé seven litters
80 128 *c’onetsef tfodkolse chékose (eight) litters
90 144 *uts.1ansasef ultdlsalsel uhlansase (nine) litters
A0 160 *uts.s’ausef ulso:sel usdose (ten) litters
BO 176 *uts.jusef ulfulseY ushuse (eleven) litters
co 192 *uts.ngetsef ulpelsel ungesé (twelve) litters
DO 208 *uts.1iksef u'ltilsel uhlisé (thirteen) litters
EO 224 *uts.c’osef ultfodsel uchése (fourteen) litters
FO 240 *utsmufsef ulmulseY umuse (fifteen) litters
100 256 *f’ansef falseY fanseé large litter
101 257 *f’ansefkosmuf falseineTmul fansengemu large litter stack one

*f’anu > *f’an = opossum (argumentative)

*kosu > *kos = stack
*zod > *sef = litter (from Tpaalha)
*uts = touch (negation prefix)
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This, to the left (*checks notes*: yep, that's on the left), is an example of

sar¥sa ke Jre Tny:ini| Kénsiilhai written in a Tpseudo-Tpaalha script of sentence #11.
IJ U 'L l N As can be seen here, in the above table, /kél.silizel.il/,
borrowed a few number words from Tpaalha (the numbers two,
miniztupy:itfolni] three, five & six), it is base-16, with a sub-base of 8, numbers 9-15
X : F-\ .o are made up of compounds meaning “(negation prefix
m I Y k )r {touch})-(number)”, with the words for 16 coming from the
opossum word for litter. When counting, the negation prefix used is
/\f(ﬂkfﬂsm . touch; however depending on that the number modifies — such as
'L‘. ‘L |J food, drink, or sound — the number will change to that negation
prefix, (please refer to the green table below for an example). The

dual marker for nouns is from the proto-squeak number two /*c’o/.
These rats also adopted a opseudo-opossum style writing system,
an abugida with vowel diacritics.

As for the other points of note in the grammar: as you can see from the “Extra Sentences” section,
when a number is specified — it too (like the dual) — is added to the thing counted; while this is not
necessary, it is near unanimous: especially among the older and the high classes. Some other points of
difference is the lack of ejectives and approximants, this was not done out of malice toward either of these two
groups of sounds.

As can be seen in my romanization, in regards of tone: high vowels are unmarked, raising vowels are
marked with an acute accent, falling with a grave accent, and low vowels with a macron. A nasal vowel is
marked with a Vn sequence, at the suggestion of Jake. (This is because a tilde with an umlaut is ugly, and going
through the trouble of typing <¢> & <y> (plus the tone markers), well ‘tisn’t worth it; also Jake and Miles
both seem to agree.) Long vowels are marked with a doubling of said vowel, while a vowel hiatus is marked
with the “det-hyphenr* interpunct — the thing done in Catalan with its “I:1”, among others — so that there is
never a triple vowel sequence. Lastly, outside of the above, the only no davidic thing I've done is to transcribe
/}/ and <hl> as it makes more sense in mine own mind.

I know some of my tonal structures may be unnatural, but [ don't understand sandhi enough to mess
with it. But, also, talking kangaroo-rats isn't the most natural thing...so I mean is natualisity really needed?
Let's just say it's in development with the Gens-Z & -Alphas of the Kangaroo-rats. Also, if I have to deal with
another silly tone marking piller doo-dah thingamajig (these thing 1), it'll be too soon, lol.
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Count/Touch Sight Food Drink Sound
*uts *tsui *s'ou *p'ep *1us
*utsaansa *tsuilansa *s’ouaansa *p’ep.Jansa *1uslansa
o | ulalsal | tsyMalsal | sosdavsal | pevdatsal | huldatsal
NEORNN  iihinso | sconinsa | pehinsa | highensa |
*c’osefutsc’o *c’oseftsuic’o *c’osefs’ouc’o *c’osefp’epc’o *c’osefiusc’o
30 | toiselfultol | toisetsylfol | tolselsoritfol | tolselpeltol | tolsettudfol
RSN ciccosiiisho | chsesoocho | chosépechd | chosehlichs |
*utsmufsef *tsuimufsef *s’oumufsef *p’epmufsef *usmufsef
200 uwimubsel | tsydmulsel | sovmulsel | petmutsel | huwimulsel
umuse tstiimuse séomuse pémuse hlimuse
Tethys style sound chart
Labial | Coronal | Palatal | Velar
Nasal m n n 1
plain p t k
Plosive
affricates ts tf
plain f s )
Fricative
lateral t
Front
Back
unrounded rounded
short | nasal | long | short | nasal | long | short | nasal long
High 111 yéfléy: uéﬁgu:
Mid e é e @ @ 0 0 o
Low a a a:

16
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Aft'words

I'm sorry Jessie for the pronunciation mess, this is nothing personal, you definitely
deserve a Kopiko after my sheet. Sorry for the botching of your beautiful script David, you
too, deserve a Kopiko. If you need the picture delivered another way, let me know.

As Mentioned above, I'm perfectly fine with only one submission making into the
podcast, I fully understand; now choosing which one, well that's the harder thing to do. If,
Bubba |. [Last Name], have to pick one it would not be the first on this list. The first one was
purely a joke for mine own amusement. The latter two are more special; the third was my
original planned submission, until I saw how lovely the other (number two) turnt out. I
hereby, by the authority of myself and absolutely no one else, give you, Jessie, the sole
authority to select your favorite, if it is indeed required.

Lastly, do not click on this link.


https://youtu.be/dQw4w9WgXcQ?si=qF94E_JtcNnxeSNJ

