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You’ve seen our 
documentation 

method.







You don’t have 
to use the same 

format.



Some features 
make conlang 

documents 
more helpful.



Itlani
Jim Hopkins



Charts are 
good!





Examples are 
a necessity.











Skerre
Doug Ball



Show the 
same word in 

different 
forms.











Tanol
Harry Cook



Show a 
variety of 
relevant 

examples.





Open syllables with 
monophthongs



Open syllable with 
diphthongs



Closed syllables



If stems behave 
differently, 

show examples!











Yajee
P.A. Lewis



Again, show 
examples when 

stems/affixes 
behave differently!







Kala
Carl Buck



Demonstrate 
language use 

with an 
original text.







These texts show 
character and 

demonstrate more 
complex features 
of the language.



Features
Often overlooked…



Sound change 
descriptions with clear 
examples of how they 

are applied.



Documentation to 
highlight paths of 

grammaticalization 
(where did these 

elements come from?).



Borderline examples or 
uses of grammatical 

features in unique 
ways (e.g. quirky case 

examples).



Examples with a 
diversity of 
vocabulary.



Clear descriptions of 
complex features.



Feeling 
overwhelmed?

Start with a list of features!



Grambank
Create an overview



You can use 
Grambank’s features 

list to create a 
shareable overview of 

examples.







Show 
examples, 
even if the 
feature is 
absent.



If features 
overlap, 
you can 
put in a 
note to see 
the other 
feature.



Show 
multiple 
examples 
if stems 
behave 
differently.



Doing this 
can 
highlight 
what you 
haven’t yet 
considered.



You can list 
as many 
examples 
as you 
need to 
highlight 
the 
feature!



General Advice
Documentation



Keep layouts 
open and easy 

on the eyes.



Make examples 
stand out from 
prose (tab in, 

bullets, bold/italic).



Charts and 
tables are your 

friends!



Describe your 
examples (so 

you remember 
later, too!).



Have fun!
Make examples 

memorable for you.


