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a brief introduction
to the history of the
English language




SNeELN G

e duer el



—diliila NEE

Proto-Indo-European
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Proto-Indo-European
> Proto-Germanic
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Proto-Indo-European
> Proto-Germanic
> West Germanic
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~ 450 CE



ULl
ENGLISH

~ 450 CE

Angles, Saxons, and Jutes migrate
to the area we now call Englanad.
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~ 1066 CE
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~ 1066 CE

The Norman Conquest happened.
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~ 1500 CE
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ENGLISH

~ 1500 CE

Most difficult line to draw because
no external factor marks the
beginning of this stage.
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Old English mée, accusative and dative of I, of
Germanic origin; related to Dutch mij, German mir
(dative), from an Indo-European root shared by
Latin me, Greek (e)me, and Sanskrit ma.



part of the language
since earliest stages

1] =

Old English)mé, accusative and dative of I, of
Germanic origin; related to Dutch mij, German mir
(dative), from an Indo-European root shared by
Latin me, Greek (e)me, and Sanskrit ma.
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«COGNATE WITH>

Old English me,
Germanic origin{ related to Dutch mij, German mir
(dative), from an TAGG= uropean root shared by
Latin me, Greek (e)me, and Sanskrit ma.

cusative and dative of I, of

‘,/—:—;L,,, —
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Old English mé accusative and dative of I, of
leq. ch mij, German mir
(dative), from¢ n IndO EurOpean root _shared by
Latin me, Greek )Mmé, rit ma.

Super old root!!
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Old English deaw, of Germanic origin; related to

Dutch dauw and German Tau (noun), tauen
(verb).
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Old English déaw, ©f Germanlc orlgln related to
Dutch dauw and Ger noun), tauen

(verb). Germanic root, unrelated to
other IE languages
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Old English docga, of unknown origin.
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Old English docga \ own i N

Who knows?!
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Middle English: from OIld French caractere, via
Latin from Greek kharakter ‘a stamping tool’.
From the early sense ‘distinctive mark’ arose
‘token, feature, or trait’ (early 16th century), and
from this ‘a description, especially of a person’'s
qualities’, giving rise to ‘distinguishing qualities’.



came In the language later

W= k= =k

Vi |ddle Englls from OIld French caractere, via
| atin Trom_Greek kharaktér ‘a stamping tool’.
From the early sense ‘distinctive mark’® arose
‘token, feature, or trait’ (early 16th century), and
from this ‘a description, especially of a person's
qualities’, giving rise to ‘distinguishing qualities’.




who English speakers borrowed it from
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Middle English:(d rom Old Frenc caractere, via
| atin from Greek {ter ‘'a stamping tool’.
From the early sense ‘distinctive mark’® arose
‘token, feature, or trait’ (early 16th century), and
from this ‘a description, especially of a person's
qualities’, giving rise to ‘distinguishing qualities’.
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written in backwards chronological order

Wl k= =k

Middle English: from Old French caractere,(via
Latin from Greek kharakter ‘a stamping tool’.
From the early sense ‘distinctive mark’ arose
‘token, feature, or trait’ (early 16th century), and
from this ‘a description, especially of a person’'s
qualities’, giving rise to ‘distinguishing qualities’.




back to earliest known language of origin

HelE k= =k

Middle English: _from Old French caractere, via
L atinCfrom Greek kharaktér >x stamping tool’.
From the early sense ‘distinctive mark’ arose
‘token, feature, or trait’ (early 16th century), and
from this ‘a description, especially of a person's
qualities’, giving rise to ‘distinguishing qualities’.
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late Middle English: from medieval Latin quotare,
from quot ‘how many’, or from medieval Latin
quota. The original sense was ‘'mark a book with
numbers, or with marginal references’, later ‘give a
reference by page or chapter’, hence ‘cite a text or
person’ (late 16th century).



Qi) =

Clate Middle English?from medieval Latin quotare,
from quot 'how many’, or from medieval Latin
quota. The original sense was ‘'mark a book with
numbers, or with marginal references’, later ‘give a
reference by page or chapter’, hence ‘cite a text or
person’ (late 16th century).
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late Miadle English om medleval Latln quotar
from quot ‘how many’, or from medieval Latin
quota. The original sense was ‘'mark a book with
numbers, or with marginal references’, later ‘give a
reference by page or chapter’, hence ‘cite a text or
person’ (late 16th century).
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ain quotare,

o Latin
Ota. 111Cd | ‘'mark a book with
numberg ol JiNc rences’, later ‘give a
refe e by pP® or chapter’, hence ‘cite a text or
person’ (late ¥oth century).
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Old English cuod, past tense of obsolete queath
‘'say, declare’, of Germanic origin.
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The Roman Empire in 117 AD
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The Roman Empire in 117 AD
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Old English pund, of Germanic origin; related to
Dutch pond and German Pfund, from Latin (libra)
pondo, denoting a Roman ‘pound weight’ of 12
ounces.




COPPEDP

Old English copor, coper (related to Dutch
koper and German Kupfer), based on late
Latin cuprum, from Latin cyprium aes ‘Cyprus
metal’ (so named because Cyprus was the
chief source).
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Settlements of Angles, Saxons
and Jutes in Britain in about 600

Celtic peoples

Angles
Saxons

Jutes

sea, swamp
or alluvium
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East
Middle Saxons
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ENGLISH CHANNEL
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Old English engel, ultimately via ecclesiastical
Latin from Greek angelos ‘messenger’;
superseded In Middle English by forms from
Old French angele.



IHiaLYs

Old English meesse, from ecclesiastical Latin
missa ‘dismissal, prayer at the conclusion of a
liturgy, liturgy, mass’, from Latin miss-
‘dismissed’, from mittere ‘send, dismiss’.



L AVINILE

Old English candel, from Latin candela, from
candere ‘be white or glisten’.




S HUUL

Old English scol(i)ere ‘schoolchild, student’,
from late Latin scholaris, from Latin schola.
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L AVINILE

Old English candel, from Latin candela, from
candere ‘be white or glisten’.
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mid 18th century: from French, from chandelle
‘candle’, from Latin candela, from candere ‘be
white, glisten’.
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ENGLAND

At the Time of AZthelred c. 910
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HES

Middle English: from OIld Norse their,
nominative plural masculine of sa.




d Norse their,
Of sa.




AS THE WORD TURNS The five Rate of Evolution
words in the center are the oldest

of the 200 below and have changed \
least over time. Those closest to the

edge have evolved more quickly, ,_f\P_VE_REi

vary more between languages, =

and tend to be younger.
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Lexical categories more likely to be deriveq,
compounded, and/or borrowed: nouns, verbs,
adjectives, and manner adverbs.
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Lexical categories less likely to be derived,
compounded, and/or borrowed: pronouns,
adpositions, conjunctions, determiners, etc.
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late Old English tacan ‘get (especially by
force), capture’, from Old Norse taka ‘grasp,
lay hold of’, of unknown ultimate origin.



o BB

Middle English (superseding earlier ey, from
Old English ag): from OIld Norse.



SHIN

Middle English: from Old Norse skyrta ‘shirt’;
compare with synonymous Old English scyrte,
also with short. The verb dates from the early
1/7th century.
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Middle English: from Old French juge (noun),
juger (verb), from Latin judex, judic-, from jus
law’ + dicere 'to say'.
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French juge |3u3]









UL la o

edge > [d3]




UL la o

edge > [d3]

joie > [d3]
juree > |d3]
age > [d3]
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cative word-internally
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voiced fricative word-internally

vision > (3]
lesion > [3]
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Middle English: from OIld French cort, from
Latin cohors, cohort- ‘yara or retinue'. The
verb is influenced by Old Italian corteare, Old
French courtoyer.




T, from
i or retinue’. The
alian corteare, Old

e
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yer.



S,

Middle English (also in the sense ‘estimate or
determine the amount of a penalty or
damages’): from Old French taxer, from Latin
taxare ‘to censure, charge, compute’,
perhaps from Greek tassein ‘fix’.
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AUGLE

Old English already had the word dema with
the same meaning. Judge replaced it.



(1=

Old English already had the word dema with
the same meaning. Judge replaced .

That didn’t always happen.



HEEH

Middle English: from OIld French boef, from
Latin bos, bov- ‘0x’.



WAl

Old English cu, of Germanic origin; related to
Dutch koe and German Kuh, from an Indo-
European root shared by Latin bos and Greek
bous.
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POrH

Middle English: from OIld French porc, from
Latin porcus ‘pig’.
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Middle English: probably from the first element
of Old English picbred ‘acorn’, literally ‘pig
bread’ (i.e. food for pigs).



I RSN

Middle English: from Old French veneso(u)n,
from Latin venatio(n-) ‘hunting’, from venari
‘to hunt’.
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Old English deor, also originally denoting any
quadruped, used Iin the (how archaic) phrase
small deer meaning ‘small creatures
collectively’; of Germanic origin; related to

Dutch dier, German Tier.




